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(Matheo redder haien) 
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1) 

Matheo is cycling along the beach. Suddenly he hears a cry from the reeds near the 

shore. He brakes sharply and his wheels make deep marks in the sand. Even though 

there’s almost no wind, the reeds are moving. Another cry! Matheo finds a stick and 

holds it out in front of him as he heads into the reeds. He jumps back. The high tide 

has left behind a large blue shark! 

That can’t stay here, Matheo thinks. Sharks have lived in the sea for millions of 

years. They can’t stop now! 
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2) 

 

 

Matheo runs down to the water’s edge and fills his hands with salt water. He throws 

the water at the shark, but only from a distance. It has such sharp teeth! 

The shark howls. 

“Be quiet! Sharks don’t make noise!” 

“Yes, they do,” sniffs the shark. “We even talk if we have to, but eating is much 

more fun.” 

Matheo jumps back and picks up his stick. He points it at the shark. 

“Calm down!” says the shark. “I’m not biting today! Cross my shark heart! Just 

don’t throw water at me! The water’s dangerous now.” 
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3) 

 

Matheo walks slowly back towards the shark. It really doesn’t bite. “What are you 

doing on land?” Matheo asks. “I thought sharks swam all the time, even when they’re 

sleeping!” 

“I was swimming around when suddenly I felt an awful pain in my gills and my 

stomach.” 

“Gills? What are gills?” 

“They’re what I breathe with, obviously. Don’t you pay attention at sea 

school?” 

“I go to a school for children,” Matheo sighs and thinks that the shark doesn’t 

know anything about being a kid. 

He pulls the shark by its tail to get it back into the water. 

“No!” yells the shark. “I don’t want to go in there!” 
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4) 

 

“You have to go into the sea!” 

“I can’t do it. It hurts my stomach so much,” the shark whines, biting hard at 

the air: “SNAP SNAP SNAP!” go the shark teeth. 

Matheo leaps back. 

“Oh, sorry! Sometimes I bite when I’m angry and right now I’m soooooo 

angry!” The shark opens its mouth wide to show how angry it is. “Yesterday I ate a 

cod that tasted funny and afterwards my body felt funny too.” 

“Maybe the fish ate something bad? People throw all sorts of strange things 

into the sea,” Matheo nods. 

“Are you joking?” the shark says, grinding its teeth. 

“You can’t stay here anyway, can you, shark? I’ll drag you to the water and 

you can swim away.” 

Matheo grabs hold of the smooth, cold shark tale again and pulls. 

“I don’t want to go into the sea,” the shark howls. “There’s something wrong 

with the water. I’m scared!” 
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5) 

 

 

 

Matheo looks at the big fish more closely. A large piece of plastic is sticking out of 

one of its gills. He gives it a sharp tug. 

“Ow! Ow! Owwwww! Oh. Now it feels better!” 

The shark looks at the piece of plastic. 

“How on earth did that end up in the sea?” 

“I’ll explain later. How long can you hold water in your gills?” 

“For ages!” the shark answers. It has been gargling water in its mouth the 

whole time because the water doesn’t reach the gills. 

“Fill your gills!” 

Matheo hauls the shark up onto his bike. 

“Yes, let’s get out of here!” says the shark happily. “The sea is no place for a 

shark anymore.” 
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