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Yesper and Noper are best of friends and live together on top of a hill.
Yesper says ‘YES’ to everything, and Noper says ‘NO’ to everything.



Noper builds a fence.
‘But then our neighbour can’t come and visit us,’ 
says Yesper.
‘NO,’ says Noper. ‘That’s the point.’

‘I hope something exciting happens 
today,’ says Yesper
‘NO,’ says Noper.

Suddenly, they see that they have a new 
neighbour.
‘How exciting,’ says Yesper.
‘NO,’ says Noper.



Yesper builds a bridge.
‘But now our neighbour can come and visit us,’ says Noper.
‘YES,’ says Yesper. ‘That’s the point.’



‘Haven’t you heard about bad 
neighbours and noisy neighbours?’ 
says Noper.
‘Haven’t you heard about good 
neighbours and friendly neighbours?’ 
says Yesper.
‘NO,’ says Noper.



Later, there’s a knock at the door.
‘Oh NO,’ says Noper. ‘Is that the neighbour again?’
‘YES,’ replies Yesper.
‘You do know that you mustn’t talk to strangers, don’t you, Yesper?’ says Noper.
‘YES,’ says Yesper.

They leave the door closed.

The telephone rings. It’s the neighbour, inviting them to come over 
for fish and chips.
‘NO,’ says Noper. ‘We don’t like fish with our chips.’



‘Then he must be either a thief or a 
monster!’ says Noper.
‘Help!’ says Yesper. ‘What if he 
comes to the door again?’

Noper takes out his binoculars.
‘Are you spying?’ asks Yesper.
‘NO,’ answers Noper. ‘I’m checking.’

At that very same moment, the neighbour closes the curtains in the other house.
‘Look! The neighbour’s got something to hide!’ says Noper.
‘Really?’ says Yesper.



‘But how will we get in?’ asks Yesper.
‘We’ll have to sleep outside tonight,’ says Noper.

At nightfall, they light a big bonfire.

‘We’ll have to take away the door,’ 
says Noper.
‘YES,’ agrees Yesper.

Yesper and Noper take away the 
door and build a wall.
‘There, now no thieves or monsters 
can come to our door,’ says Noper.



‘We’ll have to camouflage 
ourselves,’ says Noper.
‘YES,’ answers Yesper. ‘What 
does that mean?’
‘Making yourself look like 
things around you, so you 
can’t be seen,’ replies Noper.
‘YES,’ says Yesper. ‘Let’s 
dress up like the night sky.’

‘I need the loo,’ says Noper.
‘YES, me too,’ says Yesper.
‘But we can’t get in the 
house,’ says Noper.
‘We’ll have to use the 
neighbour’s loo, then,’ 
says Yesper.



Yesper and Noper sneak over towards their 
neighbour’s house.
‘He’s probably a monster,’ says Yesper.
‘NO, he’s probably a thief,’ says Noper.



They go to the loo as quietly as they can.

On the wall, there’s a picture.
‘Our neighbour likes fire,’ says Noper.
‘YES,’ says Yesper. ‘Oh dear. Maybe 
that’s what monsters like.’

‘I can smell something a bit like fire,’ 
whispers Yesper.
‘NO, I can smell a something a lot 
like fire,’ says Noper.

The smell is getting stronger and 
stronger.



‘Fire!’ Yesper and Noper shout.

Then the neighbour wakes up! She comes running down the stairs.
‘Who are you, and what are you doing here in the middle of the night?’
‘We’re Yesper and Noper and we really needed the loo,’ answers Yesper.
‘Out of the way,’ says the neighbour. ‘I have 
to get to work.’



The neighbour drives off in a fire engine, sirens blaring.

‘Oh NO, that’s our house on fire!’ Yesper and Noper shout.
They run back over the bridge.



The fire is put out in two ticks.
‘Hooray for the firewoman!’ Yesper and Noper shout happily.

The firewoman looks sternly at Yesper and Noper.
‘I see that somebody lit a bonfire here.’
‘YES,’ says Yesper, proudly. ‘It was a great, big one.’
‘You must never leave a lit bonfire!’ says the firewoman.
‘NO,’ says Noper, hanging his head in shame.



‘Flamy, would you like to help us build a 
neighbourhood?’ Yesper and Noper ask.
‘Yes,’ says Flamy. ‘I would.’

‘Sorry we were bad neighbours,’ says Yesper.
‘We’ve never had neighbours before,’ says Noper.
‘It was about time, then,’ says their neighbour.

She reaches out her hand:
‘My name’s Flamy.’



The next day, Yesper and Noper take down 
the bridge and the fence.
They use the planks to make houses.
Houses for new neighbours.
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