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Yesper and Noper
and the empty room



This is Yesper and Noper.
Yesper says ‘YES’ to everything, and Noper says ‘NO’ to 
everything.

They’re best of friends, and they live together in a tall house.
Yesper lives on the ground floor, and Noper lives on the first floor.
But the attic is all empty.



‘Do you sleep badly at night too, 
Noper?’ asks Yesper.
‘NO,’ says Noper. ‘I don’t sleep a 
wink.’

At night, Yesper and Noper 
think it’s scary that the attic’s 
empty.

‘We need a housemate,’ says Noper.
‘YES,’ says Yesper. ‘What’s a housemate?’
‘Somebody who can live in the attic,’ says Noper.
‘YES,’ replies Yesper. ‘You’re a clever one, Noper.’
‘NO, I’m a very clever one,’ says Noper.



The first person they meet is a snowman.
‘There’s a good housemate for us,’ says Noper.
‘YES,’ says Yesper.

But, the next morning, the housemate’s gone.



The second person they meet is an angel.
‘There’s a good housemate for us,’ says Yesper.
‘NO. There’s an excellent housemate for us,’ says Noper.

But, that night, the housemate flies out through the window.



Suddenly, they hear a thumping sound from the roof.
It shoots down through the chimney and stops in the attic.
‘Run up and have a look,’ says Yesper.
‘NO, you have a look,’ says Noper.

‘YES, I will,’ says Yesper. ‘But you 
go first.
Noper shakes his head.
‘Do you want to be the rotten egg?’ 
says Yesper.
‘NO,’ answers Noper, running up 
the stairs.



‘A bag,’ says Yesper.
‘NO,’ says Noper. ‘A sack, full of Christmas presents.’
‘YES, for Yesper,’ says Yesper.
‘NO, for Christmas,’ says Noper.

‘Let’s pretend the sack is our 
housemate,’ says Noper.
‘YES,’ says Yesper. ‘There aren’t 
a lot of things that get past you, 
are there, Noper?’
‘NO,’ says Noper. ‘Just about 
everything gets past me.’



That night, they can’t get to sleep at all.
Yesper sneaks up into the attic to give the sack a squeeze 
to see if he can feel what’s inside.

Later on, Noper sneaks upstairs.
‘It won’t do any harm to have a little peek in the sack, will it? NO, 
surely not,’ thinks Noper.
‘Out of my way!’ says the sack, trundling off.



‘NO, don’t go. Don’t you want to be our housemate?’ shouts Noper.
‘Well, have you been good this year?’ says a voice from the sack.
‘NO,’ says Noper.



‘Yesper, I had a peek inside 
the sack,’ says Noper.
‘YES, but you weren’t 
supposed to, were you?’ 
says Yesper.
‘NO,’ answers Noper. 
‘And now the sack’s gone.’

‘Have you taken the sack, Noper?’ asks Yesper.
‘NO, the sack got away on the sledge,’ replies Noper.
‘YES, but sacks don’t steal sledges,’ says Yesper, annoyed.
‘NO,’ answers Noper, looking down.



‘Noper,’ says Yesper. ‘You’re lying.’
‘NO! Do you think it was me who took the sack?’ asks Noper.
‘YES,’ answers Yesper.
‘NO, NO, and NO again, I didn’t,’ says Noper.

That’s how two best friends can become the worst of friends.



‘Oh NO, it’s so sad being enemies,’ Noper says to 
himself. ‘I’ve got to find that sack.’

‘There’s the sledge,’ says Noper. 
‘But where’s the sack?’



‘Santa?’ says Noper.
‘Santa’s sleeping,’ Santa grunts. ‘Santa’s tired.’
‘NO, it can’t be you! Why aren’t you sleeping at home in your 
bed?’ asks Noper.
‘Santa hasn’t got a home,’ says Santa.

Then Santa asks: 
‘Are there any good children here?’



‘YES!’ says somebody.

‘Yesper!’ shouts Noper.
‘Noper!’ shouts Yesper.

‘Sorry that I said you were lying,’ says Yesper. ‘You’re the best 
friend ever.’
‘NO,’ says Noper. ‘You are, Yesper.’
‘YES,’ says Yesper.



Then Santa tells Yesper and Noper they can wish for whatever they want.
‘We wish for a housemate,’ they say together.
‘Alright then,’ says Santa, getting on the sledge.

‘Finally, a housemate,’ says Yesper.
‘Finally, we’ll get a good night’s sleep,’ says Noper.
‘Finally, a room,’ says Santa, yawning.



Then the three housemates have a Christmas party in the 
attic, with a hundred sticky buns and three fizzy drinks.
They keep the party going until it’s time for bed.

‘Good night,’ says Yesper.
‘Good night,’ says Noper.
‘Merry Christmas,’ says Santa.
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